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IN THE SUPREME COURT 
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

No. S-1-SC-____________ 

IN THE MATTER OF HON. JOY E. GOLDBAUM 
Las Cruces Municipal Court 

INQUIRY CONCERNING HON. JOY E. GOLDBAUM 
JSC Inquiry Nos. 2023-013 & 2023-038 

 
 

PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION TO PERMANENT 
RETIREMENT FROM JUDICIAL OFFICE IN LIEU OF  

FURTHER DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS  

The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully 

petitions the Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation 

to Permanent Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary 

Proceedings (“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in which Hon. Joy E. 

Goldbaum (“Respondent”), represented by Norman Osborne, Esq., has 
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elected to permanently retire from judicial office effective December 31, 

2023.   

The Commission further requests that the Supreme Court unseal the 

file in this matter, pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.   

The Commission believes the Stipulation agreement best serves the 

interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico judiciary, and as 

further grounds for this Petition states:  

1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the

Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the 

Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under Article VI, Section 32 of 

the New Mexico Constitution; the Court’s power of superintending control 

under Article VI, Section 3 of the New Mexico Constitution; and Rule 36 of 

the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules. 

2. This matter is currently pending before the Commission

pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Respondent on August 

21, 2023, in Inquiry No. 2023-013 (See Exhibit A to Exhibit 1).    Respondent 

filed her Response to the Notice of Formal Proceedings on September 8, 2023 

(See Exhibit B to Exhibit 1). 
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3. Respondent requested through her counsel that this matter be

disposed of by entering into a Stipulation to Permanent Retirement in Lieu of 

Further Disciplinary Proceedings with the Commission whereby Respondent 

shall retire permanently from judicial office and never again seek judicial 

office in New Mexico.   

4. The Commission agreed that Respondent’s request for

permanent retirement in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings should be 

granted and entered into the Stipulation whereby the Commission shall close 

Inquiry No. 2023-013 and pending Inquiry No. 2023-038 (formal charges 

were not issued in Inq. 2023-038) upon approval and order of Respondent’s 

permanent retirement by the Supreme Court.  

5. Respondent understood and acknowledged that, based upon the

Stipulation, her retirement is permanent, and if she seeks judicial office in the 

future, the Commission will act to enforce the agreement, to find contempt, 

and/or to pursue other proper remedy.  Respondent understood and 

acknowledged the Stipulation as an equitable remedy that best serves the 

interests of justice and has voluntarily agreed to permanent retirement.  

Respondent understood and acknowledged that a violation of the terms of 

the Stipulation such as by running for or holding judicial office in New 
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Mexico in the future after agreeing to permanently retire, prejudices the 

Commission’s ability to effectively adjudicate a case that is stale, where 

witnesses may have disappeared, whose memories may have faded, or who 

may not wish to proceed in the matter after several years have passed.  

6. The resolution of this matter through Respondent’s voluntary

permanent retirement ensures finality for the Commission, Respondent, and 

witnesses and allows them to rely upon the binding Stipulation and Court 

orders.   

7. The Stipulation is an equitable remedy that complies with

Respondent’s request to retire in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings, 

ensures the public’s continued confidence and trust in the judiciary, and 

provides for judicial economy and best serves the interests of justice and the 

judiciary.    

8. Following a vote of the Commissioners, the Commission entered

into a Stipulation with the Respondent on October 26, 2023 which provides 

in pertinent part the following: 

A. Respondent agrees to permanent retirement from
judicial office effective 5:00 p.m. on the final day of Respondent’s 
term as Las Cruces Municipal Judge, December 31, 2023.  

B. Respondent shall never again hold, become a
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candidate for, run for, or stand for election to any New Mexico 
judicial office in the future 

C. Respondent shall never seek, accept appointment to,
or serve pro tempore for any New Mexico judicial office in the 
future.  New Mexico judicial office includes the posts of judge in 
probate court, municipal court, magistrate court, metropolitan 
court, district court, Court of Appeals, and justice of the Supreme 
Court.   

D. Respondent shall never again hold or exercise any
judicial authority in the State of New Mexico including the 
judicial authority to officiate at weddings.   

9. Upon order from this Court, the attached Stipulation is

enforceable by the Commission before the Supreme Court. 

10. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New

Mexico judiciary that the Supreme Court grants the Commission’s Petition to 

Accept Stipulation to Permanent Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further 

Disciplinary Proceedings. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests this Court issue an 

order approving the Stipulation, granting the Commission’s Petition to Accept 

Stipulation to Permanent Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further 

Disciplinary Proceedings, and ordering the permanent retirement from 

judicial office of Respondent, Hon. Joy E. Goldbaum.  The Commission 
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further requests that this order unseal all documents filed with the Supreme 

Court in this matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 

___________________________________ 
PHYLLIS A. DOMINGUEZ 
Executive Director & General Counsel 

MARCUS BLAIS 
Investigative Trial Counsel 
6200 Uptown Blvd. NE, Suite 340 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-4159 
Telephone: (505) 222-9353 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing was filed and 

served via the Supreme Court’s Electronic Filing and Service System 

addressed to normanosborne585@gmail.com on this __27th__ day of 

October 2023.    

____________________________________ 
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