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IN THE SUPREME COURT 
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

No. 

IN THE MATTER OF HON. JOHN M. BURNS 
Tatum Municipal Court 

INQUIRY CONCERNING HON. JOHN M. BURNS 
Inquiry No. 2021-075 

PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION AGREEMENT 
AND CONSENT TO DISCIPLINE 

The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby petitions the 

Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation Agreement 

and Consent to Discipline (“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in 

which Hon. John M. Burns, (“Respondent”) consents to discipline from the 

Supreme Court in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings as outlined in 

the attached Stipulation.  Respondent is pro se in this matter. 

The Commission recommends the Court approve the agreement, impose the 
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stipulated discipline against the Respondent and unseal the file in this 

matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.   

The Commission believes this stipulation agreement best serves the 

interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico Judiciary, and as 

further grounds for this petition states: 

1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the

Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the 

Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under the New Mexico 

Constitution Article VI, Section 32; the Court’s power of superintending 

control under the New Mexico Constitution Article VI Section 3; and Rule 36 

of the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules. 

2. This matter is currently pending before the Commission

pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Respondent on July 20, 

2022 in Inquiry No. 2021-075 (See Exhibit 2). Respondent’s response to the 

Notice of Formal Proceedings was filed on August 04, 2022 (See  Exhibit 3). 

3. The Commission issued a Notice of Investigation to Respondent

on December 20, 2021 (See Exhibit 4) and Respondent’s response to the 

Notice of Investigation was filed on January 06, 2022 (See Exhibit 5). 
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4. Pursuant to Commission’s Rule 19, NMRA 2020, and following the 

Commission’s receipt and review of Respondent’s written response to the 

Notice of Investigation, the Commission invited Respondent to participate in 

an informal confidential conference with the Commission on June 6, 2022 by 

Zoom video conferencing.  The conference afforded Respondent an 

opportunity to discuss and explain his response to the Notice of Investigation 

in person and provided the Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent 

questions and further discuss the pending allegations and Respondent’s 

response to assist in determining the appropriate course of action. 

5. After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and 

the information he provided verbally at the informal confidential 

conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal Proceedings to 

Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits. 

6. The Commission entered into a Stipulation with Respondent on 

October 12, 2022 (See Exhibit 1).  The Stipulation was based upon 

Respondent’s acceptance of responsibility, efforts to change the conduct, 

cooperation with the Commission and Respondent’s consent to imposition 

of discipline by the Supreme Court as follows: 
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A. Formal Mentorship: The Judicial Standards Commission 
shall recommend a mentor for the Supreme Court’s 
approval and appointment upon an Order granting this 
Petition. The mentorship shall focus on Municipal Court 
jurisdiction and sentencing as well as Respondent’s duties 
under the Code of Judicial Conduct. The mentorship shall 
begin upon the Supreme Court’s appointment of the 
mentor, who shall provide a monthly report to the 
Supreme Court and Commission on the progress and 
outcome of the mentorship. The mentorship shall be no 
longer than six (6) months unless requested by the mentor 
and approved by the Supreme Court.  
 

B. Six (6) Months Supervised Probation: Respondent, 
concurrent with the formal mentorship, shall provide to 
the mentor a list of traffic cases involving litigants with 
Commercial Driver Licenses each month for six (6) months 
detailing the disposition of each case to ensure proper 
sentencing guidelines. 

 
7. Respondent admitted he engaged in willful misconduct and 

committed the acts as set forth in the Stipulation. 

8. Respondent admitted that his conduct violated Rules 21-101, 21-

102, 21-103, 21-202, 21-203, 21-205, 21-206, 21-209 and 21-211 of the Code of 

Judicial Conduct.   

 9. As set forth in the Stipulation, Respondent agrees that his 

admitted conduct constitutes willful misconduct in office and provides 

sufficient basis for the New Mexico Supreme Court to impose discipline 
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against Respondent pursuant to Article VI, Section 32 of the New Mexico 

Constitution.  

 10.  The Commission shall close Inquiry No. 2021-075 upon 

successful completion of the formal mentorship and successful completion 

of the six (6) month term of supervised probation. 

11. The attached Stipulation is enforceable by the Commission before 

the Supreme Court. 

12. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New 

Mexico Judiciary that the Supreme Court grant this petition.  

WHEREFORE, the Commission respectfully requests this Court issue 

an order granting the Commission’s petition, approving the Stipulation 

Agreement and Consent to Discipline and imposing the discipline set forth in 

the Stipulation. The Commission also requests that the Court’s order unseal 

all documents filed in the Supreme Court in this case pursuant to Rule 27-

104(B) NMRA. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 

 
___________________________________ 
CHANCE A. GAUTHIER 
Investigative Trial Counsel 
 
PHYLLIS A. DOMINGUEZ 
Executive Director & General Counsel 

 
6200 Uptown Blvd., NE, Suite 340 
Albuquerque, NM 87110-4159 

     Telephone: (505) 222-9353 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was filed 
and served upon Respondent via the Supreme Court’s Electronic Filing 

and Service System and served via first class mail return receipt requested 
on this 12th day of October 2022 to the Respondent as follows: 

Hon. John M. Burns 
 Tatum Municipal Court 

121 W. Broadway St. 
Tatum, NM 88267 

(575) 398-8880
jburns@leaco.net 

______________________________________ 
CHANCE A. GAUTHIER 
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