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PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION AGREEMENT  
AND CONSENT TO DISCIPLINE 

 
 The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Petitioner”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby petitions the 

Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation Agreement 

and Consent to Discipline (“Stipulation”) in which Respondent, Hon. Steve 

Guthrie, consents to discipline from the Supreme Court. Respondent is 

represented by Diego R. Esquibel of the Barnett Law Firm P.A.  The 

Commission believes this stipulation agreement best serves the interests of 

justice and the integrity of the New Mexico Judiciary.  
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PURSUANT TO 27-104(B) NMRA 2011 
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 1. Petitioner invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to Petitioner’s 

power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the Supreme Court’s 

power to discipline judges under the New Mexico Constitution Article VI, 

Section 32; the Court’s power of superintending control under the New 

Mexico Constitution Article VI Section 3; and Rule 36 of the Judicial 

Standards Commission Rules. 

 2. The Commission entered into a Stipulation with Respondent on 

September 23, 2021 (attached as EXHIBIT 1), pursuant to issuance of a 

Notice of Formal Proceedings (attached as EXHIBIT A to EXHIBIT 1) and 

Respondent’s response to the Notice of Formal Proceedings (attached as 

EXHIBIT 2).  The Stipulation was based upon Respondent’s acceptance of 

responsibility, efforts to change the conduct, cooperation with the 

Commission and Respondent’s consent to imposition of discipline by the 

Supreme Court as follows:  

3. Respondent consents to imposition of the following discipline 

by the Supreme Court: 

A. Suspension Without Pay. Respondent shall 
be suspended from judicial office for thirty (30) 
days without pay. Suspension is to begin on the 
first day of the next full pay period falling after the 
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Supreme Court issues its order accepting this 
Stipulation.   

 
B. Training. Respondent shall attend at his own 
expense and successfully complete the National 
Judicial College course entitled, “General 
Jurisdiction” from October 18, 2021 to October 28, 
2021 in Reno, Nevada.  

 
C. Unsupervised Probation and Formal 
Mentorship. The Judicial Standards Commission 
will recommend a mentor for the Supreme Court’s 
approval and appointment. The mentorship shall be 
tailored to the issues of due process, criminal 
procedure, judicial demeanor and use of 
technology. The mentorship shall begin upon the 
Supreme Court’s appointment of the mentor, who 
shall report on the progress and outcome of the 
mentorship to the Supreme Court and to the 
Commission. The mentorship shall be in effect until 
the mentor advises the Commission that the goals 
of the mentorship have been achieved and the 
Commission files the final mentorship report with 
the Supreme Court. Respondent shall remain on 
unsupervised probation with the Commission until 
December 31, 2022, the end of Respondent’s current 
judicial term.  
 

4. Respondent admitted he engaged in willful misconduct and 

committed the acts as set forth in the Stipulation. 
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5. Respondent admitted that his conduct violated Rules 21-101, 21-

102, 21-202, 21-203, 21-205, 21-206, and 21-209 of the Code of Judicial 

Conduct.    

6. As set forth in the Stipulation, Respondent agrees that his 

admitted conduct constitutes willful misconduct in office and provides 

sufficient basis for the New Mexico Supreme Court to impose discipline 

against Respondent pursuant to Article VI, Section 32 of the New Mexico 

Constitution.  

 7. Upon Order from this Court, the attached Stipulation is 

enforceable by the Commission before the Supreme Court. 

8. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New 

Mexico Judiciary that the Supreme Court grant this Petition.

 WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests this Court issue an 

order granting the Commission’s Petition, approving the Stipulation 

Agreement and Consent to Discipline and imposing the discipline set forth in 

the Stipulation. Petitioner also requests that this order unseal all documents 

filed in the Supreme Court in this case pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA 

2011. 
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