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PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION TO PERMANENT 

RESIGNATION FROM JUDICIAL OFFICE IN LIEU OF FURTHER 
DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS 

 
 The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully 

petitions the Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation 

to Permanent Resignation from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary 

Proceedings (“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in which Hon. 

Stephen S. Salazar (“Respondent”) has elected to permanently resign from 

judicial office in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings.   
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 The Commission further requests that the Supreme Court unseal the 

file in this matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.  

 The Commission believes the Stipulation agreement best serves the 

interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico judiciary, and as 

further grounds for this petition states:   

 1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the 

Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the 

Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under Article VI, Section 32 of 

the New Mexico Constitution; the Court’s power of superintending control 

under Article VI, Section 3 of the New Mexico Constitution; and Rule 36 of 

the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules. 

2. This matter is currently pending before the Commission 

pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Respondent on August 

11, 2020 in Inquiry No. 2019-136 (See Exhibit A to Exhibit 1).     

 3. Formal Proceedings in this matter followed completion of an 

investigation into the allegations. The Commission issued a Notice of 

Investigation to Respondent on February 20, 2020 (See Exhibit B to Exhibit 

1), and Respondent’s response to the Notice of Investigation was filed on 

March 16, 2020 (See Exhibit C to Exhibit 1). 
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 4. The investigation also included Respondent’s participation in 

an informal confidential conference with the Commission on August 3, 

2020 by Zoom video conferencing.  The conference afforded Respondent an 

opportunity to discuss and explain his response to the Notice of Investigation 

in person and provided the Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent 

questions and further discuss the pending allegations and Respondent’s 

response to assist in determining the appropriate course of action.   

 5. After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and 

the information he provided verbally at the informal confidential 

conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal Proceedings to 

Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits. Respondent 

provided his response to the Notice of Formal Proceedings on September 2, 

2020 (See Exhibit D to Exhibit 1). 

6. After providing his response to the Notice of Formal Proceedings 

and in the course of preparing for the hearing on the merits, Respondent 

requested that this matter be resolved now by entering into a Stipulation to 

Permanent Resignation from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary 

Proceedings with the Commission whereby Respondent would resign 

permanently from judicial office and never again seek judicial office in 
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New Mexico. Respondent has expressed that his decision to permanently 

resign is voluntary and based upon his desire to avoid further disciplinary 

proceedings before the Commission and the Supreme Court. 

7. Respondent has admitted in the Stipulation that sufficient 

evidence exists to prove the facts alleged in the Notice of Formal Proceedings 

and to conclude that those facts taken individually and/or together 

constitute willful misconduct in office. 

8. The Commission agreed that Respondent’s request for 

permanent resignation in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings should be 

granted and entered into the Stipulation whereby the Commission shall 

close Inquiry No. 2019-136 upon issuance of a Supreme Court Order 

approving the Stipulation and upon Respondent’s resignation due by 5:00 

p.m. on the same day that the Supreme Court enters an order approving 

the Stipulation and orders Respondent’s permanent resignation.  

9. Respondent understands and acknowledges that, based upon 

the Stipulation, his resignation is permanent, and if he seeks judicial office 

in the future, the Commission will act to enforce the agreement, to find 

contempt, and/or to pursue other proper remedy.  Respondent 

understands and acknowledges the Stipulation is an equitable remedy that 
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best serves the interests of justice and has voluntarily agreed to permanent 

resignation.  Respondent understands and acknowledges that a violation of 

the terms of the Stipulation such as by running for or holding judicial office 

in New Mexico in the future after agreeing to permanently resign, 

prejudices the Commission’s ability to effectively adjudicate a case that is 

stale, where witnesses may have disappeared, whose memories may have 

faded, or who may not wish to proceed in the matter after several years 

have passed. The resolution of this matter through Respondent’s voluntary 

consent to discipline ensures finality for the Commission, Respondent and 

witnesses, and allows all parties to rely upon the finality of the binding 

Stipulation and Court order(s).   

10. The Stipulation satisfies Respondent’s desire to avoid further 

disciplinary proceedings in this matter, acts to preserve the public’s 

continued confidence in the judiciary, provides for a judicially economic 

disposition, and serves the best interests of justice.    

 11. Following a unanimous vote of the participating 

Commissioners, the Commission entered into the Stipulation with the 

Respondent on March 11, 2021. 
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12. Upon order from this Court, the Stipulation is enforceable by the 

Commission before the Supreme Court. 

 13. Granting the Commission’s Petition to Accept Stipulation to 

Permanent Resignation from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary 

Proceedings is in the best interest of justice and serves to preserve the 

integrity of the New Mexico Judiciary. 

 WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Honorable 

Court issue an order granting the Commission’s Petition to Accept 

Stipulation to Permanent Resignation from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further 

Disciplinary Proceedings, approving the Stipulation, and ordering that the 

resignation from judicial office of Respondent, Hon. Stephen S. Salazar be 

made permanent effective by 5:00 p.m. on the same day the Order granting 

this petition is issued. The Commission further requests that all documents 

filed with the Supreme Court in this matter be unsealed pursuant to Rule 

27-104(B) NMRA. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION 

 
___________________________________ 
RANDALL D. ROYBAL 
Executive Director & General Counsel 
 
 

CHANCE A. GAUTHIER 
Investigative Trial Counsel 

 

6200 Uptown Blvd. NE, Suite 320 
Albuquerque, NM  87110-4159  
Telephone: (505) 222-9353 

 
 
 
 
    CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing was served by 

First Class mail on this 11th day of March 2021 to the following: 

Honorable Stephen S. Salazar 
c/o Dan Cron, Esq. 

Dan Cron Law Firm, PC 
425 Sandoval St. 

Santa Fe, NM  87501 
 
 
____________________________________ 
CHANCE A. GAUTHIER 
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