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IN THE SUPREME COURT
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

No.

IN THE MATTER OF HON. APRIL J. SILVERSMITH
McKinley County Magistrate Court

INQUIRY CONCERNING HON. APRIL J. SILVERSMITH
JSC Inquiry No. 2019-064

FILED UNDER SEAL
PURSUANT TO 27-104(B) NMRA

PETITION TO ACCEPT STIPULATION TO PERMANENT
RETIREMENT IN LIEU OF FURTHER DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico
(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully
petitions the Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation
Agreement to Permanent Retirement in Lieu of Further Disciplinary Proceedings

(“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in which Hon. April J.

Silversmith (“Respondent”), represented by William G. Stripp, Esq., has

elected to permanently retire from judicial office effective August 31, 2020.



The Commission further requests that the Supreme Court unseal the
file in this matter, pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.

Respondent requests that the matter remain sealed.

The Commission believes the Stipulation agreement best serves the
interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico judiciary, and as
further grounds for this petition states:

1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the
Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the
Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under Article VI, Section 32 of
the New Mexico Constitution; the Court’s power of superintending control
under Article VI, Section 3 of the New Mexico Constitution; and, Rule 36 of
the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules.

2. This matter is currently pending before the Commission
pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Respondent on August
11, 2020 in Inquiry No. 2019-064 (See Exhibit A to Exhibit 1).

3.  The Commission issued a Notice of Investigation to Respondent
on February 20, 2020 (See Exhibit B to Exhibit 1), and Respondent’s
response to the Notice of Investigation was filed on March 16, 2020 (See

Exhibit C to Exhibit 1).



4.  Pursuant to Commission Rule 19, NMRA 2020, and following
the Commission’s receipt and review of Respondent’s written response to
the Notice of Investigation, the Commission invited Respondent and her
counsel, William G. Stripp, Esq., to participate in an informal confidential
conference with the Commission on August 3, 2020 by Zoom video
conferencing. The conference afforded Respondent an opportunity to
discuss and explain her response to the Notice of Investigation in person and
provided the Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent questions and
further discuss the pending allegations and Respondent’s response to assist
in determining the appropriate course of action.

5.  After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and
the information she provided verbally at the informal confidential
conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal Proceedings to
Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits.

6.  On August 19, 2020, Respondent requested through her counsel
that this matter be disposed of now by entering into a Stipulation to
Permanent Retirement in Liew of Further Disciplinary Proceedings
(“Stipulation”) with the Commission whereby Respondent would retire

permanently from judicial office and never again seek judicial office in
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New Mexico. Respondent cited reasons for her decision to permanently
retire to include “her health and the stress of what she must do to continue
with this matter.”

7.  The Commission agreed that Respondent’s request for
permanent retirement in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings should be
granted and entered into the Stipulation whereby the Commission shall
close Inquiry 2019-064 upon approval and order of Respondent’s
permanent retirement by the Supreme Court.

8.  Respondent understood and acknowledged that, based upon
the Stipulation, her retirement is permanent, and if she seeks judicial office
in the future, the Commission will act to enforce the agreement, to find
contempt, and/or to pursue other proper remedy. Respondent understood
and acknowledged the Stipulation as an equitable remedy that best serves
the interests of justice and has voluntarily agreed to permanent retirement.
Respondent understood and acknowledged that a violation of the terms of
the Stipulation such as by running for or holding judicial office in New
Mexico in the future after agreeing to permanently retire, prejudices the
Commission’s ability to effectively adjudicate a case that is stale, where

witnesses may have disappeared, whose memories may have faded, or
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who may not wish to proceed in the matter after several years have passed.

9.  The resolution of this matter through Respondent’s voluntary
permanent resignation ensures finality for the Commission, Respondent
and witnesses and allows them to rely upon the binding Stipulation and
Court orders.

10. The Stipulation is an equitable remedy that complies with
Respondent’s request to retire in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings,
ensures the public’s continued confidence and trust in the judiciary, and
provides for judicial economy and best serves the interests of justice and
the judiciary.

11. Following a vote of the Commissioners, the Commission
entered into a Stipulation with the Respondent on August 27, 2020, which
provides in pertinent part the following:

A. Respondent agrees to permanent retirement from
judicial office effective August 31, 2020.

B. Respondent shall never again hold, become a
candidate for, run for, or stand for election to any New Mexico
judicial office in the future

C.  Respondent shall never seek, accept appointment
to, or serve pro tempore for any New Mexico judicial office in the
future. New Mexico judicial office includes the posts of judge
in probate court, municipal court, magistrate court,

5



metropolitan court, district court, Court of Appeals, and justice
of the Supreme Court.

D. Respondent shall never again hold or exercise any judicial
authority in the State of New Mexico including the judicial authority
to officiate at weddings.

12. Upon order from this Court, the attached Stipulation is
enforceable by the Commission before the Supreme Court.

13. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New
Mexico judiciary that the Supreme Court grants the Commission’s Petition
to Accept Stipulation to Permanent Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of
Further Disciplinary Proceedings.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests this Court issue an
order granting the Commission’s Petition to Accept Stipulation to Permanent
Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary Proceedings,
approving the Stipulation, and ordering, effective August 31, 2020, the
permanent retirement from judicial office of Respondent Hon. April J.
Silversmith. The Commission further requests that this order unseal all

documents filed with the Supreme Court in this matter pursuant to Rule

27-104(B) NMRA.



Respectfully submitted,
JUDICIAL STAWNDARDS COMMISSION

RANDALL D. ROYBAL,
Executive Director & General Lounse

PHYLLIS A. DOMINGUEZ,

Deputy Director

111 Lomas Blvd. NW, Suite 220
Albuquerque, NM 87102-2368
Telephone: (505) 222-9353

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing was filed and
served via the Court's Electronic Filing and Service System addressed

to William G. Stripp, Esq. on this ¢ day of August 2020.




BEFORE THE JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION

STATE OF NEW MEXICO FI LE D
INQUIRY CONCERNING HON. APRIL J. SILVERSMITH - AUG 27 2020
McKinley County Magistrate Court
NM JUDICIAL |
Inquiry No. 2019-064 STANDARDS COMMISSION

STIPULATION TO PERMANENT RETIREMENT FROM JUDICIAL OFFICE
IN LIEU OF FURTHER DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

THIS MATTER is currently pending before the Judicial Standards Commission
(“Commission”) pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to Hon. April J. Silversmith
(“Respondent”) on August 11, 2020 in Inquiry No. 2019-064 (See Exhibit A).

This Stipulation to Permanent Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary
Proceedings (“Stipulation”) is entered into by and between the Commission and Respondent, who
is represented by William G. Stripp, Esq.

The Commission issued a Notice of Investigation to Respondent on February 20, 2020 (See
Exhibit B), and Respondent’s response to the Notice of Investigation was filed on March 16, 2020
(See Exhibit C).

Pursuant to Commission Rule 19, NMRA 2020, and following the C(;mnﬁssion’s receipt
and review of Respondent’s written response to the Notice of Investigation, the Commission invited
Respondent and her counsel William G. Stripp to participate in an informal confidential
conference with the Commission on August 3, 2020 by Zoom video conferencing. The conference
afforded Respondent an opportunity to discuss and explain her response to the Notice of

Investigation in person and provided the Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent

EXHIBIT
L
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questions about the pending allegations and Respondent’s response to assist in determining the
appropriate course of action.

After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and the information she
provided verbally at the informal conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal
Proceedings to Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits.

On August 19, 2020, Respondent requested through her counsel that this matter be
disposed of now by entering into a stipulation agreement with the Commission whereby
Respondent would agree to retire permanently from judicial office and never again seek judicial
office in New Mexico in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings. Respondent cited reasons for
her decision to permanently retire to include “her health and the stress of what she must do to
continue with this matter.”

The Commission agrees that Respondent’s request for permanent retirement in lieu of
further disciplinary proceedings should be granted and enters this Stipulation whereby the
Commission shall close Inquiry 2019-064 upon the New Mexico Supreme Court issuing an order
accepting this Stipulation Agreement and Respondent’s permanent retirement.

Respondent understands and acknowledges that, based upon this Stipulation, her
retirement is permanent, and if she seeks judicial office in the future, the Commission will take
action to enforce the agreement, to find contempt, and/or to pursue other proper remedy.
Respondent understands and acknowledges this Stipulation as an equitable remedy that best
serves the interests of justice and has voluntarily agreed to permanent retirement. Respondent
understands and acknowledges that a violation of the terms of this Stipulation such as by running
for or holding judicial office in New Mexico in the future after agreeing to permanently retire,

prejudices the Commission’s ability to effectively adjudicate a case that is stale, where witnesses
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may have disappeared, whose memories may have faded, or who may not wish to proceed in the
matter after several years have passed.

In consideration of the foregoing, the parties hereby enter into the following agreement:

1. The Commission has jurisdiction over Respondent and the above-captioned and
numbered matter pursuant to Article VI, Section 32 of the Constitution of the State of New
Mexico; NMSA 1978, Sections 34-10-1 through 34-10-4; and, the Judicial Standards Commission
Rules.

2. Respondent agrees to permanently retire as judge of the McKinley County
Magistrate Court effective August 31, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. Grounds for this Stipulation include
charges stated in the Notice of Formal Proceedings attached hereto as Exhibit A and Respondent’s
decision to retire and never again seek judicial office due to “her health and stress of what she
must do to continue the matter” before the Commission. Upon acceptance of this Stipulation by
the Court, Respondent shall permanently retire by submitting duplicate original letters of
retirement addressed to the Chief Justice of the New Mexico Supreme Court and to the Governor
of the State of New Mexico, with a copy to the Judicial Standards Commission.

3. Upon retirement, Respondent shall never again hold, become a candidate for, run
for, or stand for election to any New Mexico judicial office in the future. Respondent shall never
seek, accept appointment to, or serve pro tempore for any New Mexico judicial office in the future.
New Mexico judicial office includes the posts of judge in probate court, municipal court,
magistrate court, metropolitan court, district court, Court of Appeals, and justice of the Supreme
Court. Respondent shall never again hold or exercise any judicial authority in the State of New

Mexico, including the judicial authority to officiate at weddings.
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4, Pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA, the Commission will file under seal a Petition
to Accept Stipulation to Permanent Retirement from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary
Proceedings (“Petition”) with the New Mexico Supreme Court. A copy of this Stipulation will be
attached as Exhibit 1 to the Petition.

5. Upon granting the Petition and pursuant to the plain language of Supreme Court
Rule 27-104(B), the Court should unseal the Petition and its file in this matter.

6. Respondent requests the Petition remain sealed.

7. Upon execution of this Stipulation and acceptance by the Court, the Commission

will abate and close the matter pending against Respondent before the Commission (Inquiry No.

2019-064).

8. This Stipulation is specifically enforceable by the Commission before the Supreme
Court.

9. Respondent acknowledges that upon execution of this Stipulation, Respondent

gives up all motions, defenses, objections, or requests that the Respondent has made or raised, or
could assert hereafter, in or concerning the Commission’s proceedings.

10. Respondent shall not make any public misrepresentations concerning this inquiry,
the facts and circumstances of Respondent’s permanent retirement, the Commission’s
proceedings, or the disposition.

11. The Commission and Respondent shall take all actions necessary to carry out and
fulfill the terms and conditions of this Stipulation.

12.  This document is not enforceable unless fully executed by all parties.

13. If Respondent violates any terms or provisions of this executed Stipulation,

Respondent agrees that all charges in the Notice of Formal Proceedings issued in Inquiry No. 2019-
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064, shall be deemed admitted by the Respondent, wil' se used against Respondent in future
proceedings before the Commission and the Courtand may constitute obstruction of Commission
business and contempt.

14,  The terms and conditions contained in this Stipulation are mutually acceptable to
and agreed upon by all parties.

15.  All parties have read and understand this Stipulation, have had the opportunity to
discuss it with and be advised by legal counsel, and hereby freely and voluntarily enter into this
Stipulation free of any threats, and free of any promises not contained herein.

RESPONDENT'S REVIEW AND APPROVAL

[ have read and understand this Stipulation. 1have had the opportunity to discuss this
matter and my rights with my attorney. I understand that by entering this Stipulation, I will be
giving up my rights to a formal hearing on the merits and to confront, cross-examine and compel
the attendance of witnesses regarding these issues.

I know, understand, and agree that the provisions of this Stipulation are material to the
Commission’s deliberations and ultimate acceptance of it. Talso understand and agree that by
entering into this Stipulation, ] am agreeing o never again hold judicial office or exercise judicial
authority under any circumstances as defined in this agreement, and thatif I do hold any judicial
office or exercise judicial authority at any point in the future, I will be in violation of this
Stipulation and I could be held in contempt of the Commission and the Court. 1 further
understand that if 1 violate any provision of this Stipulation in any other manner, I agree,
acknowledge, and accept that all charges lodged against me in the Notice of Formal Proceedings
issued to me are admiitted by me as fact, and that the Commission shall re-initiate the matter
pending before the Court and/or the Commission at the time this Stipulation was executed.

1 understand and agree that my attorney is speaking for me, and on my behalf in this
proceeding, and that anything my attorney says or does in this proceeding can and should be
attributable to me. In the event my attorney says or does anything during the course of this
proceeding that1do not agree with, I know, understand and agree that Thavean affirmative duty
to make my disagreement with my attorney’s words or conduct known. 1f I do not make my
disagreement known, then I know, understand, and agree that 1 am accepting my attorney’s

words and conduct in this proceeding as my own.

Wﬁ 8/26/2020
) Dated:

HON. APRIL J. SILVERSMITH
Respondent
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COUNSEL FOR RESPONDE

1. have reviewed this Stipulation with my client. [ have advised miy client of her
constitutional rights-and possible defenses, and hereby acceptand approve my client’s entry into
thils Stipulation.

M//Z/j/ %"fm" Dated: /9(/&\,5’;_?(—. 2022

WILLIAMG STRIPP
Counse! for Respondent

I havé reviewed this Spulation and. find that it is:appropriate and in the best intérest of
justice. I hereby recoiimend that the Judicial Standards Commission accept and’approve this

Stipulation,

Dated: 0§ é?é@?ﬁ_

The Commission has reviewed this Stipulatitn and finds that it is in the best-interest of
justice and heéreby ts and approves this Stipulation.
Dated:’ O(/ﬁ 7/ X. ]
—_ y U

Dated: 08/27/2020

Executive Dig clor 6‘ Genérnl Counsel
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NOTICE OF FORMAL PROCEEDINGS

TO: Hon. April J. Silversmith

¢/ o William G. Stripp, Esq.

P.O. Box 159

Ramah, New Mexico 87321-0159

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that the Judicial Standards Commission, in
accordance with its jurisdiction under Article V1, Section 32 of the New Mexico
Constitution and pursuant to Rule 15 of the Judicial Standards Comumission Rules, has
instituted formal proceedings on the charge set forth below.

COUNT 1

You failed to attend the April 26,2019 Magistrate Judges’ Association meeting after you
requested and were approved to attend that meeting by McKinley County Magistrate Court
Presiding Judge Cynthia Sanders, and you failed to report to court on April 26, 2019 and did
not have prior approval to take leave from your judicial duties other to attend the Magistrate
Judges’ Association meeting on April 26, 2019.

Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101,21-102, 21-201, and

21-205 NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.

Exrinim
A
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COUNT 2

You failed to diligently perform your judicial duties by incurring excessive absences
from the McKinley County Magistrate Court. To wit: you were unavailable and absent from
court for approximately 622.50 hours from January 1, 2019 through January 3, 2020, and
unavailable and absent from court for approximately 570 hours from January 1, 2018 through
December 31, 2018.

Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102, 21-201 and
21-205, NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.

COUNT 3

On or between April 2019 and December 2019 you failed to attend court the required
forty (40) hours per week pursuant to Section 35-1-36.1 NMSA 1978 and the Supreme Court’s
Order No. 19-8500-002, Inn the Matter of Revisions to Magistrate Court Policy Directives.

Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102,21-201 and
21-205, NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.

COUNT 4

You failed to notify Hon. Karen Townsend, Chief Judge of the Eleventh Judicial District
Court, of absences over two days and whether you had obtained coverage for your absences
on the following dates: April 22-26, 2019, August 12-16, 2019, October 9-11, 2019; November
13-14, 2019; and December 23, 2019-January 3, 2020, pursuant to the New Mexico Supreme

Court's Order No. 19-8500-002, Policy Directive No. 4.
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Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102, 21-201, and
21-205(A) & (B), and 21-211 NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.
COUNT5
You failed to inform court staff that Chelsey Thomas was your niece, failed to recuse
from your niece’s McKinley Magistrate Court cases, and adjudicated two traffic casesfor your
niece, to wit: In case number M-35-TR-2017-00358 you dismissed your niece’s case with
prejudice, and in case number M-35-TR-2017-00610, you dismissed the case after receiving a
notice of dismissal from the district attorney’s office.
Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102, 21-103, 21~
209 and 21-211 NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.
COUNT 6
On or about March 24, 2016, you initiated an ex parte communication with McKinley
County Magistrate Court Manager Kristie Jaramillo regarding your son, Steven Silversmith’s
McKinley County Magistrate Court case (M-35-TR-2016-00651), and his Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court case (T-4-PR-2015-006035).  You e-mailed Ms, Jaramillo the following:
Hi. My son Stephen Silversmith has a traffic case here. He is working full time
and plans on coming in next Tuesday March 29% to enter a plea. I noticed he
has a Bernalillo warrant also maybe he can take care of that when he comesin?
After receiving a response from Ms. Jaramillo stating that she could send an appearance

waiver plea (APW) to him and that he would have to go to Albuquerque to take care of his

Bernalillo warrant, you e-mailed the following;
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1think he is going to enter a no contest plea because he cant [sic] come back for
trial again. I will check to see if he wants us to sent [sic] an APW or still wants
to come in I will let you know.

Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102, 21-103, 21-
206 and 21-209 NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.
COUNT 7
You attempted to initiate an ex parte communication with Eleventh Judicial Assistant
District Attorney Eric Rhoades regarding a criminal case he was prosecuting in which your
daughter, Brittany Silversmith, was the victim. You approached ADA Rhoades at the
preliminary hearing and began speaking to him about the case at which time ADA Rhoades
informed you that he could not speak to you. ADA Rhoades reported your conduct to his
supervisor.
Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102, 21.103, 21-
203, 21-206 and 21-209 NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.
COUNTS8
You directed and/or allowed court staff to use your signature stamp to sign court
documents when you were unavailable to perform your judicial duties.
Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101,21-102,21-201, and
91-205 NMRA 20202 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.
COUNT 9
On or about May 19, 2017 you failed to be patient, dignified or courteous when you

yelled at and admonished McKinley County Magistrate Court Manager, Kristie Jaramillo, in
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front of court staff for not immediately closing the court upon hearing of Hon. Kenneth

Howard's death.

Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102 and 21-208

NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.

COUNT 10

On or about March 20-21, 2014, you failed to be patient, dignified or courteous 10
McKinley County Magistrate Court Presiding Judge Cynthia Sanders when you confronted
her in her chambers, questioned her authority after she denied your requested leave and
yelled at her loudly enough to be heard by court staff.

Such conduct violates the Code of Judicial Conduct Rules 21-101, 21-102, 21-205, and
21-208 NMRA 2020 and constitutes willful misconduct in office.

PLEASE BE ADVISED that in accordance with Rule 16 of the Judicial Standards

Commission Rules, you shall file a written answer to this notice within twenty-one (21)

days of its service upon you. Your answer shall be filed with:

Clerk of the Commission
Judicial Standards Commission
111 Lomas Blvd. NW, Suite 220

Albuquergue, New Mexico 87102-2368

Your answer should be legible, and your signature must be verified.
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Article VI, Section 32 of the New Mexico Constitution provides that all papers filed
with and proceedings before the Judicial Standards Commission are confidential, except
that any record filed by the Commission in the New Mexico Supreme Court continues
privileged but, upon its filing, loses its confidential character, and a writing which was

privileged prior to filing with the Commission or its masters does not lose its privilege by
the filing.

JUDICIAL STANDARDS COMMISSION

F o,
)

j 2y

By: ' _
Joyce E. Bustos, Chair
111 Lomas Blvd. NW, Suite 220
Albuquerque, NM 87102-2368
(505) 222-9353
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

1 HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy of the foregoing was sent certified mail

returned receipt requested on this ' } day of August 2020 to the following:

Hon. April J. Silversmith
c¢/o William G. Stripp, Esq.
P.O. Box 159
Ramah, New Mexico 87321-0159 -

// SHARIESSE T. MEC NNON




STATE OF NEW MEXICO
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(505) 222-9353
WWW.NMJSC.ORG

PHYLLIS A. DOMINGUEZ
Deputy Director

DEBORAH BORIC
Senior Investigative Trial Counsel

February 20, 2019

CONFIDENTIAL
CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED,
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Hon. April J. Silversmith /N e
McKinley County Magistrate Court ( { R
285 S. Boardman, Ste. C FEB 20 2020 \L/
Gallup, New Mexico 87301 NM JUDICIAL 8
STANDARDS COMMISSION '

Re: Inquiry No. 2019-064; Notice of Investigation

Dear Judge Silversmith:

You are hereby notified that the above-referenced matter came before the Judicial Standards
Commission on a verified, third party complaint; a complaint docketed by the Commission’s
General Counsel; or upon the Commission’s own motion. As part of an investigation pursuant
to Rules 15(B) and (C) of the Judicial Standards Commission Rules (NMRA 2019), the
Commission requires that you provide a written explanation as to the matter discussed below.

It has been alleged that:

1. You failed to attend the April 26, 2019 Magistrate Judges’ Association meeting
after you requested and were approved to attend that meeting by McKinley
County Magistrate Court Presiding Judge Cynthia Sanders. Not only did you fail
to attend the meeting, you failed to report to court on April 26, 2019 and did not
have prior approval from Judge Sanders to take leave from your judicial duties on

April 26, 2019.

2. You failed to diligently perform your judicial duties, failed to give precedence to
your judicial duties and created an appearance of impropriety by incurring
excessive absences from the McKinley County Magistrate Court. To wit: you
were unavailable and absent from court for approximately 622.50 hours from
January 1, 2019 through January 3, 2020, and unavailable and absent from court
for approximately 570 hours from January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018.

3. You failed to comply with Section 35-1-36.1 NMSA 1978 and the Supreme Court’s
Order No. 19-8500-002, In the Matter of Revisions to Magistrate Court Policy Directives

ExHiBT



on or between April 2019 and December 2019, when you failed to attend court the
required forty (40) hours per week.

4. You failed to notify Hon. Karen Townsend, Chief Judge of the Eleventh Judicial
District Court, of absences over two days and whether you had obtained coverage
for your absences on the following dates: April 2226, 2019, August 12-16, 2019,
October 9-11, 2019; November 13-14, 2019; and December 23, 2019-January 3, 2020,
pursuant to the Supreme Court’s Order No. 19-8500-002, Policy Directive No. 4.

5. You failed to recuse from cases where your impartiality might reasonably be
questioned and created an appearance of impropriety when you adjudicated two
traffic cases for your niece, Chelsey Thomas, to wit: M-35-TR-2017-00358 and M-

35-TR-2019-00610.

6. You inappropriately involved yourself in cases involving your son, Stephen
Silversmith, created an appearance of impropriety, and initiated an ex parie
communication with McKinley County Magistrate Court Manager Kristie
Jaramillo when you e-mailed Ms. Jaramillo with information about your son’s
McKinley County Magistrate Court case (M-35-TR-2016-00651), and when you
asked Ms. Jaramillo if your son could take care of his Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court case (T-4-PR-2015-006035) at the time he appeared at the

McKinley County Magistrate Court.

7. You inappropriately involved yourself in a case where your daughter, Brittany
Silversmith, was the victim in a criminal case, and created an appearance of
impropriety when you attended hearings involving your daughter’s case and
when you attempted to initiate an ex parte communication with Assistant District
Attorney Eric Rhoades who was prosecuting the criminal case.

8. You created an appearance of impropriety when you directed and/or allowed
court staff to use your signature stamp to sign documents (e.g. release orders)
when you were unavailable to perform your judicial duties.

9. You failed to be patient, dignified or courteous to McKinley County Magistrate
Court Manager, Kristie Jaramillo, when you yelled and admonished her in front of
court staff for not closing the court upon hearing of Hon. Kenneth Howard's

death.

10. On or around March 20-21, 2014, you failed to be patient, dignified or courteous to
McKinley County Magistrate Court Presiding Judge Cynthia Sanders when you
confronted her in her chambers, yelled at her and questioned her after she denied
your leave. You were loud enough to be heard by court staff.

Please provide the Commission with an explanation of this incident and the factual and legal
bases for your conduct. Your response to this notice must be submitted in writing and must
include an explanation and disclosure of all pertinent facts, along with any relevant documents
or materials you wish the Commission to consider regarding the matter outlined herein.

2



Pursuant to Rule 16(B) of the Judicial Standards Commission Rules (NMRA 2019), the
Commission must receive your response within twenty-one (21) days of your receipt of this
notice.

Sincerely~ yours,

‘ ’"1'{}'3":1? )Q)
]oyc_;e'E_,Bﬁstos
Chaii

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING ‘ﬂ(/

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing was mailed on the k day of

February, 2020, by certified mail, return receipt requested to:

Hon. April J. Silversmith
McKinley County Magistrate Court
285 S. Boardman, Ste. C

Gallup, New Mexico 87307 oo
P ~ ba (g :7
¢ Vi e
j Véf-f.é. A 2/ f /g/ ( Lioph # (e Py
e . 7 I = '
/SHARIESSE T\ MCCUANNON

/ CLERK OF THE COMMISSION



LAW OFFICE OF WILLIAM G. STRIPP

Date: March 15, ?F'LED

Joyce E. Bustos, Chair
State of New Mexico Judicial Standards Commission

EN

Post Office Box 27248 ;
Albuquerque, NM 871257248 MAR 16 2020
i i i ' ™ NM JUDICIAL
Re: Hon. April J. . Inquiry No. 2019-064
e: Hon. April J. Silversmith, Inquiry No. 20 DARDS COMMISSION

Ms. Bustos:

| am representing Judge Silversmith with regard to the above-referenced inquiry.
The Inquiry raises 10 issues. Judge Silversmith denies that she failed to perform
her judicial duties. She also denies that she-acted inappropriately in any way.

To begin, Judge Silversmith believes that she has been the subject of
discrimination and bigotry by certain members of the McKinley Magistrate Court
staff, including by former Court Manager Kristie Jaramillo, who is mentionéd in
the allegations. Other Navajo women in influential positions in McKinley County,
including Emily Ellison, who is the Executive Director of Battered Family Services
in Gallup, believe that Ms. Jaramillo has engaged in discriminatory behavier
towards them and made racist comments about them. Judge Silversmith
questions why the allegations, some of which are six years old, have not been
presented to her previously, and are now presented to her through a complaint to

the Judicial Standards Commission.

The tapse of time between when the alleged inappropriate behavior is supposed
to have occurred and the date of the complaint has made it difficult for Judge
Silversmith to gather information in response fo the complaint. Given the lapse
of time, Judge Silversmith is responding as best she can to the 10 individual
allegations, but puts forward a general denial at the beginning of her response.

1. With regard to the first allegation involving failure to attend the April 26,
2019 Magistrate Judge's Association meeting, after being approved to
attend the meeting Judge Silversmith was informed that she would not be
reimbursed for expenses, including mileage. Therefore, Judge Silversmith
decided not to attend the meeting, and informed Judge Sanders that she
would not attend. Ironically, the minutes of the meeting list Judge
Silversmith in attendance. (See Exhibit A.)

P.O. Box 159 - PHONE  505-783-4138

3279 State Highway 53 FAX 505-783-4139

Ramah, NM 87321 eMAlL  willstripp@willstripp.com
USA. -

EXHIB(T



1. (continued) In addition, April 26 is Judge Silversmith’s birthday, so she did take

the day off. However, she denies failing to notify either Judge Sanders or court
staff that she would be taking the day off for her birthday.

. With regard to the second allegation concerning alleged excessive absences,

Judge Silversmith denies the allegation. The allegation that Judge Silversmith
was absent from court for approximately 622.50 hours from January 1, 2018
through January 3, 2020 is absurd. That allegation asserts that Judge Silversmith
was absent from the court for over 15 weeks. (622.5/40 = 15.5625.) Similarly, the
allegation that Judge Silversmith was absent fram court for approximately 570
hours from January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2018 is also absurd. That
allegation asserts that Judge Silversmith was absent from court for over 14

weeks. (570/40 = 14.25.)

. With regard to the third allegation, that Judge Silversmith failed to comply with

Section 35-1-36.1 NMSA 1978 and Supreme Court Order No. 19-8500-002, by
failing to attend court the required 40 hours per week between April 2019 and
December 2019, Judge Silversmith denies the allegation. As Magistrate Judges
do not have a time clock to punch in when they arrive at court or to punch out

when they leave court, nor have time sheets to fill in, it is extremely difficult to

reconstruct the exact hours that Judge Silversmith was in court or otherwise
performing her duties. Given that, Judge Silversmith believes that she has
fuifilled her obligations to perform at least 40 hours per week doing her work as a
magistrate judge, including, but not limited to, preparing for court hearings,

‘conducting court hearings, being on call for law enforcement warrants,

conducting probable cause heanngs at the detention center, conducting
weddings, and performing other duties of a magistrate judge.

With regard to the fourth allegation, Judge Silversmith was unaware of the

. provision of Supreme Court Order No, 19-8500-002, Policy Directive No. 4, to

wit; “All magistrates shall notify the district court chief judge of their judicial district
of any absences longer than two days from the office and advise the chief judge
as to whether or not the magistrate judge has been able to arrange for coverage
by another magistrate during the absence so that the chief judge may prepare an
orderly staffing plan as required by Rule 23-1 09(B)(12) NMRA.” Instead, Judge
Silversmith followed the previous custom and practice of the McKinley County
Magistrate Court and riotified the ather judges of her planned absences either
verbally or via e-mail. Judge Silversmith is unsure at this time of the dates of the
absences alleged in paragraph 4. However, if she was absent for any period
fonger than two days, she is sure that she provided notice to the McKinley
County Magistrate Court that she was going to be absent prior to any periods of
absence. After raviewing the Policy Directive, Judge Silversmith affims that in
the future she will inform the district court chief judge prior to any absence of
more than two days from her office.




5. With regard to the fifth allegation regarding two traffic cases involving her niece
Chelsey Thomas, Judge Silversmith denies acting inappropriately and instead
followed court protocol with regard to both cases. Judge Silversmith had to
review the Court record to determine exactly what had occurred in both cases.
Chelsey Thomas did not appear in front of Judge Silversmith in either case. M-
35.TR-2017-00358 involved a traffic charge of expired registration. In keeping
with court protocol, Ms. Thomas provided proof of registration and the charges
were dismissed without Ms. Thomas ever appearing before Judge Silversmith.
(See Exhibit B1, B2, B3, B4.) This was in keeping with longstanding court
practice which was later memorialized by a New Mexico Department of Public
Safety Directive dated February 12, 2019. (See Exhibit C.) M-35-TR-2019-00610
involved a speeding citation. The case was dismissed by the sheriff's deputy
without it going in front of Judge Silversmith. (See Exhibits D1, D2, D3, and D4.)

6. With regard fo the sixth allegation regarding her involvement in cases involving
her son Stephen Silversmith, Judge Silversmith denies that she acted
inappropriately. To begin, former Court Manager Kristie Jaramillo, whose attitude
regarding Judge Silversmith and other Navajo women was discussed earlier in
this response, appears to be confusing her duties with those of a judge when
she alleges inappropriate ex parte communications with her. While Ms. Jaramillo
may have wantedto be a magisirate judge, she never attained that position. M-
35-TR-2016-00651 involved traffic citations for speeding and no proof of
insurance. (See Exhibit E.) T-4-PR-2015-006035 involved a parking violation.
(See Exhibit F.) Judge Silversmith was not involved as a judge in either case. A
judge having questions about her son’s alleged traffic and parking violations
cannot reasonably be construed as judicial interference or improperly attempting

{0 influence a case.

7. With regard to the seventh allegation, Judge Silversmith denies that she
inappropriately involved herself in a criminal case in which her daughter Brittany
Silversmith was the victim of a violent assault. April Silversmith appeared with
her daughter as the mother of a victim, not in her capacity as a Magistrate Judge.
Her appearance with her daughter was addressed to the district judge assigned
to the case, the Honorable Robert Aragon, who stated in court that it was
completely appropriate for Ms. Sitversmith to be in court to provide support to her
daughter. The case was eventually reassigned to the Grants district court and the
Grants district attomey's office and was resolved in that court.

8. With regard to the eighth allegation, Judge Silversmith denies the allegation.
Judge Silversmith has never directed nor allowed court staff to use her signature
stamp to sign documents without her knowledge or when she was unavailable.

. With regard to the ninth allegation, regarding an alleged failure to act courteously
to former Court Manager Kristie Jaramillo regarding not closing the court upon
hearing of the Honorable Kenneth Howard's death, Judge Silversmith denies the
allegation. However, Judge Silversmith again notes that Ms. Jaramillo has

e —— e ——



displayed a pattern of prejudice and disrespect towards Navajos, including the
late Judge Howard, not just in the setting of the Magistrate Court, but outside the
Court. Despite Ms. Jaramillo's apparent disdain for Navajos, including Navajo
judges, Judge Silversmith has always treated Ms. Jaramillo courteously.

10.With regard to the tenth allegation, which inivolves an incident which allegedly
occurred on or around March 20-21, 2014, almost 6 years ago, Judge Silversmith
denies the allegations. While Judge Silversmith and Judge Sanders did have a
disagreement at the time, the disagreement was resolved and Judge Silversmith

apologized to Judge Sanders afterwards.

In conclusion, Judge Silversmith is aware of her obligations under the Code of Judicial
Conduct, NMRA 21-001 through 21-406. in particular, Judge Silversmith is aware of her
obligations under Rule 21-216, concerning “Cooperation with disciplinary authorities.”,
to wit “A judge shall cooperate and be candid and honest with and comply with all rules,
requirements, and procedures of the New Mexico Judicial Standards Commission, the:
New Mexico Disciplinary Board, and the New Mexico Judicial Performance Evaluation
Commission.” Judge Silversmith is also aware of her obligations under Rule 21-406
concerning alleged “Violations” of the Code of Judicial Conduct, to wit “Violations of any
of the rules of the Code of Judicial Conduct by judges shall be investigated, proceeded
upon, and disposed of by the Judicial Standards Commissien in accordance with its
authority and rules of procedure, and by the Supreme Court of New Mexico acting
under jts powers of contempt and superintending control. Judges shall comply with all
rules, requirements, and procedures of the Judicial Standards Commission, shall
cooperate with the Judicial Standards Commission in the performance of its functions,
and shall comply with all laws applicable fo judicial office.”

Judge Silversmith has every intention of fulfilling her obligations and duties under the
Code of Judicial Conduct, including her duty to cooperate with the Judicial Standards
Comirnission in conducting this inquiry. However, Judge Silversmith requests that the
Commission take into account her busy schedule in requesting any further information
or appearances by her. Her current schedule is as follows: Mondays: Civil cases, In
custody arraignments, Probation violations and compliance issues; Tuesdays: Traffic
misdemeanors and Domestic Violence cases; Wednesdays: Preliminary Examinations
and arraignments; Thursdays: DWI cases; Fridays: Summonses and arraignments.
Judge Silversmith has 25 DWI jury trials currently scheduled for Aprit 27 and 20 DWI

jury trials currently scheduled for May 12.
Please let me know whatever else is needed ? complete this inquiry.
-~
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Wiliam . Stripp, Attorney for thg }i-ﬁorable April J. Silversmith.
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NM Magistrate Judges Association 4};‘5 j/
Board Meeting
April 26, 2049

The meeting of the NM Magistrate Judges Association was tield at Division H Magistrate Court in
Ruidoso on April 26, 2019, President Pat Casados cafled the meeting to order.

Directors present:
e Pt Casados (President)
e  Warren Walton {Vice President)
 Katie Lund (Secretary/Treasurer)

Directors absent:
o Steve Jones (Pra Tem)

Board members present:

s K.C. Rogers
Katen Mitchell
Cynthia Sanders
Joe} Cano
Maurine Laney
Chris Baca
David Finger
Tim Hoto
Joha Chavez
Buddy Hall
Tina Garcia
George Anaya
D’ Ann Read
April Silversmith

S & 6 & ¢ ¢ & 8 0 & 0 ¢ @

Board members absent:
¢ Michsel Suggs

1. Cali to Order:
o President Pat Casados called the meeting to order at 8:30AM.
¢ Jocl Cano made a motion to call to order. K.C. Rogers seconded the motion. Motion

passed.
2. Approvsl of Agenda:
s Approval of the minutes from 02/20/2019 board meeting with the addition of “to fully
support the unified budget which includes HB173 and SIR 8 in. Paragraph 4™
o Joel Cano made a motion to addition of verbiage to paragraph 4. Tim Hoto seconded the
meotion. Motion passed.
s Joel Cano made a motion to approve payments of session to members at.$30.00 per day
and to aflow Pat Cazados to receive $30.00 per day for a maximum of ten days. K.C.
Rogers seconded the motiori. Motion passed.
3. Reports from Directors:

EXHIBIT
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REGISTER OF ACTIONS
Case No. WM-35-TR-2017-00358
State of New Mexico v. CHELSEY THOMAS § Caso Type: Traffic
§ Date Filed: 02/08/2017
§ tocation:
§ Judicial Officer:  Sliversmith, Apsi J.
§
§
I _ ] PasryIvosMsTion .. e —
Attomeys
Defendant  THOMAS, GHELSEY Female
3188 Bluehil AVE DOB: 02/28/1802
Galiup, NM 57301 83", 125 Ibs.
DL NM506600183
Plainti¥ State of New Mexica
T CHaRGE [NFORMATION = -
Gharges: THOMAS, CHELSEY Statute Level Date
€c-3-18 Petty Misdemeanor 02/02/2017

1. Expired Registration of a Moter Vehicle

Events & OapErs oF THE CourT

DISPOSITIONS
03/02/2017 | Plea {Juditial Officer: Sitversmitiz, Apritd.)
1. Expired Registralior of 3 Mojoe Vihicle
Not Guilty”
03/02/2017 | Disposition (Judicial Officer. Siversmith, Aprit J.)
+. Expired Reglstration of a Motor Vehicle.
" Disrissed, Proof Shown

OTHER EVENTS AND HEARINGS
02/08/2017; OPN: QITATION FILED
03/02/2017] APPEARANCE,
gz/r022017 imentation Pres:
03/02/2017 1 QRD: Order
02/08/2017

3/14/2020, 6:03 PM
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' ) ) MAGISTRATE COURT
STATE OF NEW MEXICO C" et OFM v,
MCKINLEY COUNTY MAGISTRATE COURT IN GALLUP ON W
State of New Mexico
L'
CHELSEY THOMAS, Defendant No. M-35-TR-2017-00358

APPEARANCE, PLEA AND WAIVER

1 acknowledge that 1 have been charged with a violaticn(s) of the following traffic offense(s) with maximum fines as follows:
(List offenses and mecintum fines.) i
| 66-3-19 | Expired Registration Of A Motor Vehide _ fine of | up to $300.00 ;
Iﬁnherconﬁxmﬂmlbavemeivedacopyofﬁaéﬂammdlhawmdmdmderstandmecrhm(s)charged.
1 have been informad of my rights, as follows: )
L. Mﬂmmmwmmmmummdm&mﬁmﬂ
2. Theright o a trial before the judge;
3. Iheﬁgmmp'esmtwimasammybdmfmdmmnﬁmnandm-emnineWMes;
4. Theﬁglﬁwramk}ﬁhngndtha!mymtmadcbymmaybeusedagam”;
5. Theright to hire a lawyer. .
lﬁmundamndﬁmminpmmy,asreﬂzcwdabevmpmﬁdedbylawfmtheoﬂ‘ensco:oﬁ‘uwesﬂxwﬁchlmnchmged.
In‘addiﬁon. Tomst pay conrt foss up to $62.00 per violation, 1 may pay an addifional ons time $20.00 docket fee depending on the
;:bargesandiflplcadnotgnﬂtyandunfmmdgm’lty.lmayalsohavgpoimsnsmscdagains:myNewadaodriw’s license.
{£1 plead not guilty, the Judge is not allowed to discuss the case until the time of the hearing or trial.
Afier reading and understanding the above, I hereby give up my right to personally appear befare the McKinley County Magistrate
Court i for an arraigrment,
« ] request dismissal I am providing proof that [ was in campliance on the date of the citation as follows:
O driver’s license; DYyehicle registration; 0 insurance; [OR]
1 voluntarily enter my plea of [ onel:
O Not Guilty based upoa proof shown according to local rule
O Not Guilty to ons or more charges (Trial will be sef)
T  Guilty to all charges
O No Comtest to all charges (A plea of No Cortest.rseans that you nelther admit nor
charge and do pot want a trial)
Iflplcadguihywnommlwinbemquimdtopsythefee
O 1am discharging my obligation to the court in this matter by retarning this signed document and remitting

deny the charge or chargss, But that you ars nol contasting the

s and potentially pay & fine as setbysmlaworlocalnue[mrkou]:

S payable to McKinley County Magistrate Court in Gallup [OR]
Q Iam reqiesting a séntencing hearing before the judge.
ErAlca
) Défendarit Signatme

IO My Qs a5

Z185 Bichitt Ave 2)g% Blehill Ave .

‘Mailing Address () Ehysical Address {prong)

_Conllug s 30|  _Gallpaiih S0

-City, Stte end Zip Gorint} City, State and Zip Cods (pring)
m 1 have a commexcial driver’s !icense:@' N

‘Daytime Phone Ciil Phone
RETURN BY TO:
McKinley County Magistrate Court in Gallup, 285 South Boardman, STE C Gallup NM 87301
Phone: (505) 722-6636 Fax: (505) 863-3510

Distribution 1 capy-Coutt 2.Gupy - Defeadant % copy —AOC [A5 emended, effactive Noverber 1, 1935, 5-805) TeaFfic Cltatian Warksbeet, Criming) Form Admin 124
CourtInformation: y
McXnlay Connty Magistrate CourtinGalup 285 Souih Bosrdman, STE C EXHIBIT

-sawhpum.am Mmm ffax) {505} 8533510  web site: SRS :E ‘2/




' F R - State of New Mexico - Motor Vehicle Division
S ' *  Certificate of Vehicle Regxstratlon

HP "13A .. 20170203 -

- [T RegExpDate |- Vehicle Classification”" * :_ummma Andxtnumber
“ipam018. | PASSENGER VEHICLE 059305687 |
DGVV yehml;fwwmumm T Meke YrlstReg

o : TOYO " 2015
BodyType | Cvis Serlés
- ‘4D‘{ . . 4 . COﬁDLL

mmumm'unvmmcm

Omm mmcm.mronsmun AS DBFIN!D
msmn- .

'-/alssswzmu. P
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TS CERTIFICATE AND EVIDENCE OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIHILITY CEBILITY MUST B8 AVATLABLE WHILE
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RECEIVED INTHE
MAGISTRATE COURT N

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 8; %

MCKINLEY COUNTY MAGISTRATE COURT IN GALLUP:

State of New Mexico
No. M-35-TR-2017-00358

L

v.
CHELSEY THOMAS, Defendant

ORDER DISMISSING TRAFFIC CHARGE(S)

This matter has comé before the Court upon the defendant’s fulfillment of requirements specified in statute or

by court order.

It is hereby ordered that the charge(s) in the above-styled ﬁd ithout prejudice. v_%

April J. Silversmith, Judge

USENOTE

Th‘i‘s form is to be used only when all charges agalnst defendant are being dismissed. Ifmmemdmisdmdﬁhmmadjnmmm‘mnwdmamdmt
and sentence, -

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I CERTIFY that a copy of the foregoing was served on 2o~ 7 to:

CHELSEY THOMAS 3188 Bluehill AVE
Gallup, NM 87301

Robin Thompson, Clerk

Court Information; MCR-ADMIN-Diisizsat $or Traffic Charges
Mcxmeymmmmcmhm. 285 Both Bowrdman, STEC
Gallup NM 5701 phooe (305) 7226636 (frx) (S05) 8633510 web siec yo arospratts iy
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New Mexico Department of Pub@_éty T j‘f‘;.} IE

Fbroary 32,2019 ] rrege ]
i ‘ : { N
To: e :
MicKinley County Maglstrate Cuort -Gallug, AM ; vl
Citola County Magistrate Court -Grants, NM e - my

New Mexico Stite Pofice, District respectfutly submilt the folowing request:

Pmsecmuidudmlsslngwtaln traffic violations, mhedefendantcansmwmof,wﬂnmm, that
tbevlalaﬁmhasbemm.sbuﬂwdmﬂmdudonms tssued. These citations are commonly
reﬁenedtbu'ﬂﬂtﬁm&'
Wemmﬂmmfwmmwohﬂms:

'~ Nolnsurance; 66-5-205

:

Also, please do not disiniss any of the above vioiations if they are part of aincident that resuited In
mulktiple charges, where at least one charge 5.2 pon “fix-it ticket

e
Captain Troy Velasduez
NawMeﬁmShuPofbe—Dktnuﬁtomnder
4200, Historic Hwy 66, Gallup, NM 87301

P.O. Box 1628 * Santa Fe * New Mexico * 37504

e e ———
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NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
mmmm-mn,mumam-m

~ SUSANA MARTREZ
Goveuoe
SREGORY J; Foumary QricE oF ™ Sonraaxy
Caamet Steasran- Desgmary 5057 8273379
PETE N, Kasssmas O151ce bt YR Ciutr AvhawisTRavE Sexwices TROeMeA Subrors
T8 Depure Sicneaany W MEXECO STASE Pousce. 9057 8272312 508/ 37.33%2
A DioutySromsame 057 8279102 505/ 3273418 5057 922-9257
SR Lo Docaccamny
Strieces anD Sunrans

‘.'-

.

lias besn obtained and Is now current, or was current at

Defendant shows proof that valid registration
the time of the citation for the vehice listad on tha citation,

Defandant shows proof of removal, Eg -
Headlanps 66-3:803 oF 8 2 -
Talllamps 66-3-905 g S

Defendant shows proot of repair, oo B iy
XL my m°
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REGISTER OF ACTIONS
Case No, M-35-TR-2019-00618

Location ; Al Courts  [mages

Case Type: Traffic
Date Filed: 03/28/2019
Location:
Judicial Officer;  Silversmith, Aprii J.

State of New Mexico v. CHELSEY THOMAS §
§
g
5§
5
§
= Ao AR b - “Paprebuommaron
Defendunt THOMAS, CHELSEY Female:
3188 Bluehlll AVE DOB: 02281992
Gatiup, NM 87301 &3, 125 s
DL NMS0SEB0183
Plaintiff State of Néw Mexico
. ~ Cuanct ) 1KTION - B
Charges: THOMAS, CHELSEY Statute
86-7-301

1. Speeding (Over by 1-10)

Level

Date
Patly Misdemeancr 03/26/2019

Events & OroERs or THE Counr

DISPOSITIONS

0611872019 Plea. (Judicisl Officer; Siversmith, Aprl J.)

06/2112018

0£3/28/2018
03/28/2019
08/1312019

08/1472019]

Das212018
06425602018
07/0812018

1. Speeding (Over by 1-10)
Not Guilty

n {Judicial Officer: Sliversmith, AprilJ.)

1, Speeding (Over by 1-10)

Dismissed by Prosscutor] Nolie Prosequl

QTHER EVENTS AND HEARINGS

OPN: CITATION FILED

APPEARANCE, PLEAAND WAIVER FILED
CANCELED &m%gm (8:30 AMY) (Judicidl Officer Sitversmith, April &)

Piaa Befors

LS DISMISSED WITHOUT P
CANCELED Non Jury Trial (6
Csse Dismissed

REJUDICE

:30 AM) (Judicial Officer Sitvarsmith; April J.)

EXHIBIT

3114/2020, 6:11 PM
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e e STATE OF NEW MEXICO
1 31 1 3 1173116 3 UNIFORM TRAFFIC CITATION

"’"HOMAS . :

'3\8% '&’L,Ut- Mu., e A s JM 072

MALING ADDRESS.

S»«h?“’i &“E“F o

DATE OF BIRTR ] ﬁ #l %— $ [_waT;o Eﬂx m‘-'i‘é
AAAAAS ML t%ﬂ@&‘t’ wy)mm Jie. e

Y. /(,I,LP v/d E A B CIY/“.’YﬁH | FELED EN
y/Mn HV/&L FG AN SN DS s ns}?ﬂl"/ﬁ LMAszmg

' sg;tgg 51—’7‘-&01 [:Icz D SHEAWTE 66-5-220C Dsmwn. QW
CKINEEY COUNTY

%- Q[ a [ ST = L] HErray n?lﬂAGmRATE COURT

26 {9114 ?\hzéu%‘ . =

%'ftw%"‘@

D PENQ;{..TY ASSESSbggT 1 scknowledge my guilt of the u;x’fcnse charged and my options as explained to me by
the officer. 1 agree to remit by mail the penalty assessment '
OFFICER MAY NOT AC Q r—‘ ‘—l nn
D TRAFFIC ARRAIGNMENT: You afe hereby cnderet JAL COURT a;
AM | b
MM [ =
Myfnﬂuramappearwﬂlmulzmﬂm:sswmofn - ) odIwillbe | GO
required fo pay gp sdditonal §1mwm§g.lmww g ey . _ Amiuing :
guilt, T will appear as ordered. ':
ST TRNGE: | acknowledge receipt of this notice and without admitting puilt agres to appear in (.:’)
ETRO & MUNICIPAL or &) TRIBAJ, court.
s Ao 8_ D 3%\ 1:;\"‘ .
onGorby) __Jho MAZ qnvr 322 olodl LT 30:%’0:’
I I acknow!cdge receipt of this notice end apree that & viclation of the law has been committed. @ =
S0 | "
Mg:‘i'.?%o@q Q20810 5
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO N
MCKINLEY COUNTY MAGISTRATE COURT IN GALLUP
State of New Mexico

v
CHELSEY THOMAS, Defendant Ne. M-35-TR-2019-00610

APPEARANCE, PLEA AND WAIVER
I acknowledge that | have been charged with a violation(s) ofthie following traffic offense(s) with maximum fines as follows:
(List offenses and maximum fines.) — . —

-5300.00

| 66-7-301 [ Speeding (over By 1-10) .
1 further confinm that I have received a copy of the citation, and | have read and umderstand thecrir

1 have been informed of my rights, 85 follows:
1. Theright to personally appear before the cowt at every stage of these proceedings;
2. The right to atrial before the judge; JUN 18 2019
3. The right to present witncsses on my behalf and o confront and cross-examing wimefses;
4, ’I‘herigh‘ttominainsilentandﬂlatanymnmtmdebymemaybeusedagainst t M Y :
5. Theright to hire a lawyer. ' KINLE CONTRY
_ { further understand that there is 2 pena .asreﬂededabovqprovidedbylawformeoﬂ%nse oot Yo uieh-bm e e T
1h addition, 1 must pay court fees up to $62.00 per vielation. 1 may pay an additional one time $20.00 docket fee depending on the
charges and if 1 plead not guilty and-am found guilty. I nay also have points assessed against my New Mexico driver’s license.
If ] plead not guilty, the Judge is not allowed to discuss the case until the time of the hearing or trial.
After reading and understanding the above, 1 hereby give up my right to personally appear before the McKinley County Magjstrate
Couirt in Gallup for an arraignment,
O 1 request dismissal because 1am providing proof that I was in compliance on the date of the citation as follows:

=) driver’s license; i" vehicle registration; " insurance:  [OR]

1 voluntarily enter my plea of [mark one):
O ,Not Guilty based upon proof shown according to local rule
Not Guilty fo one or more charges (Trial will be sel)
@ Guilty to all charges
01 No Contest to all charges {4 plea of No Contest riedns that you nelther adit nor deny the charge o charges.
charge ond do pot want a trial) '
If 1 plead guilty or no contest 1 will be required to pay the fres and potentially
0 1am discharging my obligation to the court in this matter by returning this signed document and remitting
$. payable to McKinley County Magistrate Court in Gallup [OR]

bt thatynu are not coniesting the

pay & fine as set by state law or local rule [usark onel:

{1 1am requesting a sentencing hedring before the judge. [} __— Mo interpreter needed.

Lligla . (HAaunpe .

O e Culeres o

Date. of Birth Usider 18? Social Sec, No. v Name fpring)
et £ _ 25 BwehliAL.
Mailing Address (pring) Phystcal Address fprial)
Callp MM =330 Baliy WM T30
Gity, State st Zip Cods (priny ’ Chty, Stetc end Zip Cods {prini)
Dayiié Phone o Prode | have a commercial driver’s lioeme:@ /N
ST ”
McKinley County Magi STE C Gallup NM 87301
‘10

..... eeeey o Teafflc Cltation Worksheet, Crivninal Form Admin 124

Distributian 1 copy - Court 1copy- Defandant $o0py
deeymeMangcwnlnsalw 288 South Boardman, STEC

Gallup NM 87301 phona {505) T22-6636 {fax} {505) €63-3510  web Site: WiywAMCoUTly, SOM




MCKINLEY COUNTY MAGISTRATE COURT IN GA
STATE OF NEW MEXICO
JUN 21

STATE OF NEW MEXICO Eyg L grn.}

\8
CHELSEY THOMAS, Defendant L‘o. M-35-TR-2019-00610

NOTICE O DAL AEY COUNTY
MAG?S*RAf £ COURT |

The ebove-captioned case is & {check applicable alternative):

[ ] FELONY CASE
[XX] NON-FELONY CASE

refiled ata lat&t time. af \
mesy 2WbY

1 hereby certify that on Friday June 21, 2019 this Notice of Dismissal was
[ 1 maited by United States first class mail and addressed to:

Name:
Address:
City, State and Zip code:
{ ] faxed by (rname of person who faxed document) to (name of
recipient) at (telephone number).
The transmission was reported as complete. The time and date of the transmission was [am.] [p.m.] on
(dmte).
{ Je-mailedby o (nameofpersonwho dransmitted) 1o
at {electronic mail address of remp:em) which address is on fils
with the clerk of the Supreme Court. The transmission was successful. The time and date of the transmission was {am.]
[p.m.}on (date),
Signature of attorney o
Date of signature

If this natice was served by a person other than an attorney, the following must also be completed and filed withi the court

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

1 declare under penalty of perjury that a copy of this notice of dtsm:ssal was served by [mail] {fax] [electronic transmission]
day of

as described above on this 5

Signature of person who made service

Subscribed and swom to before me
this day of

Judge, notaty or ether officer
authorized to administer caths

Cfficial title

Distributigh, I Copy—Cowst | Copy~ Defendant 1Copy = BIOIEL .. e e e IO

Coart Inforaatign McKinley County Magistrate Court in Gellup 285 South Boardman, STEC
Gallup NM S7301 phone (305) 7126636 {Eixy {305} 8633510 web site! $WVLRMCOUNS KOV
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Location : Al Courts  kmages

ﬂg@@ﬂ%nrmummmmw.&mmm
REGISTER OF ACTIONS
Case No.M-35-TR-2016-00651

State of New Mexico v. STEPHEN SILVERSMITH § Case Typa: Traffle
§ Date Filed: 03/02/2018
§ Location:
8 Judicial Officer:  Hall, Buddy J.
§
§
e _.'__' Oasy DoomstmoN___ - T -
' Attorneys
Dafendant  SILVERSMITH, STEFHEN Mala indian
501 Coal Ava. SW DOB: 03/2111887
Apt #2185 511", 130 s
Albuquergue, NM 87102
Di: NM500842261
Plalntif ‘State of New Meaxico
- CHARGE INFORMATION . -
Charges: SILVERSMITH, STEPHEN Statute, Lovel Date
1. Speeding (Over by 11 - 15} 88-7-301 Petty Misdemeanor 02/29/2016
66-5-229 Pty Misdemeanor  02/26/2016

2. No Proof of Insurance

Evenis & ORDERS OF THE COURT == —

031282018

07/07/2018

QTRTROS.

070712016

071212018

03/02/2016
03/28/2016
03/2512016
03/28/2G18
03/28/2016
03/28/2018

RETURNED MAIL
04/0412016 | CANCELED Arraigmmnl}m(i‘lﬂm-AM) {dudiciat Officer Hali, Buddy J.)
05/02/2018 | Pre-Trial Hearing_{10:00 AM) {Judicial Officer Hall, Baddy 5)

| DISPOSITIONS
Plea {Judicial Officer: Hafl, Buddy J)
1. Speeding (Over by 11 - 15)
Not Guilly

2. No Proof of Insurance
Not Guitly
Amended Plea (Judicial Qfficer: Hall, Buddy J) Reascn: Plea Agreament
1. Speading (Over by 11 - 15)
No Confest

Disposition (Judicial Officer: Hall, Buddy J.)
1. Spoading (Over by 11-18)
Conviction - Piea

Financlal Sentence (Judical Ofiicer. Hall, Buddy J.}
1. Speading (Over by 11 - 15)

| Fee Totals: — &

| jal Pena

| Assesement Fine $30.00

I Criminal Petty Misd. :
Traffic Assessmants $61.00

| Criminel Juvenile $1.00

- Adjudication Fee :
Criminal Count Coals $520.00

Fee Totals $ $412.00

Disposition (Judicial Officar; Hall, Buddy J.)
2. No Proof of insurance
Dismissed by Proaecutor / Nolie Prosaqul

-OTHER EVENTS AND HEARINGS

: X ALIR sAL FILED {Judicial Officer: Howard, Kenneth, Jr. )
NJC: OF REASSIGNMENT ISSUED Judicial Officet: Hall, Butdy J-)

MTN: YO APPEAR TELEPHONICALLY

Otner- Comments

Parties Present
Result Failure 1o Appear - Defendant

3/16/2020, 3:18 PM




050212016 | WAR. BENGH WARRANT ISSUED
05/02/2018 |
05/02/2015  MVD m‘c of Fallurp fo Appear i Court
[e-sant to MVD)

0510372016 ggg@ ONDENCE

0610372016 | WAR: Pm-Aﬁudlcatlon Warrant Quashed

0522018 r Fal i

| [s—senf [ MVD]
05/09/2018 RETY
07A07/2018: Non Ju Non Jury Trial (10:00 AN)) {Judictal Officer Hall, Buddy J.}

Parties Present

Result: Held
07/07/2016 | QRD: ORDER ADJUSTING FINES/ FEES
07/07/2016 WMQEMM@M {Judicial Officer: Ha#, Buddy J.)

Q7/07/2018| AG ENT Y FINE AND F|

07/1212016 ted ro;
0712/2018] NCJ; JUDGMENT AND SENTENCE
08/03/2018 QQ&BEEONQENCE
©8/04/2016 Wﬁwﬂf—w
00/01/2016| QRD; ORDER ADJUSTING FINES/ FEES
08/152016] CLS: ALL OBLIGATIONS MET
FrunoaLlwommsnon
Defendant Sit VERSMITH, STEPHEN
Total Financial Assessment 212.00
Total Payments and Credits 212.00
Galance Due 8 of 03/15/2020 0.00
05/02r2018 | Transaction Asssssment 100.00
07/07/2016 ; Ordered by Judge (100.00)
07/07/2016 Transaction Assessmestt 112.00
09/01/2016 | Community Service in lieu (112.00)
of Fines and Fees il

3/15/2020, 3.18 PM

—— - B

20f2
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REGISTER OF ACTIONS
Casg No. T-4-PR-2015-006035

Location ; All Courts  Images

Case Type: Parking
Date Flled: 09/22/2015
Location: Bemalillo Metropolitan
Judiclal Officer;  Vaklez, Victor E.

City of Albuguerque ve. STEPHEN SILVERSMITH g
§
§
§
§
__ =— — EARTY INFORMATION =
Defendant SILVERSMITH, STEPHEN Male Indian
501 Coal Ave. SW DOB: 03/21/1987
Apt#15 & 11% 130 Ibs
Albuquergue, NM 87102
DL: NM500842261
Plalntiff City of Albuquergus
T e e CHARGE INFORMATION
Charges: SILVERSMITH, STEFHEN Statute
1. 2 HOUR PARKING LIMITED BY SIGN 8.5-1-3

Level

Date
Petty Misdameanof 09/02/2015

Evints & OzpErs of Tue COURT

| DISPOSTFIONS

08/07/2016] Disposition (Judiclal Officer: Sadillo, Frank.A)

1, 2 HOUR PARKING LIMITED BY SIGN )
Dismissed by Prosacutor - Prosacutor Gaye Waming

OTHER EVENTS AND HEARINGS
08/22/2015 | OPN; CITATION FLED

09/22/2015 | Coynt 1 Citation
09/28/2016

0gfza/2018 )
15t summons jg

1012012015 CH WARRA

) CRT: Failure fo Respond to Parking Cltation

11/04/2015 | WAR: Warrant Ordered

1102/2015| WAR: g Yanant lssved

05/01/2016 | WAR: Non-Amestable Parking Warrant Cancaled

06/02/2016 | WAR: PHYSICAL WARRANT RETURNED

06/07/2016 | Trafflc Arslgnment (8:15 AM) (Judicial Officel Sedilo. Frank A)

Bagiies Present

R Result: Hald

0607/2616| WAR: Non-Arrestable Parking Wanrant Quashed

08/07/2016 | ORD; On Bench Warrant
Document atteched by TA. l

0810712016
‘Notios of Dismisssl ganeratsd in TA.

06/07/2016| OLS: DISMISSED
|~ Case dismissed of aff charges in TA.

2pd-summans jg.

3/15/2020,-3:19 PM

P



