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 The Judicial Standards Commission of the State of New Mexico 

(“Commission”), through the undersigned counsel, hereby respectfully 

petitions the Supreme Court for an order approving the attached Stipulation 

to Resignation from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary Proceedings 

(“Stipulation”), attached hereto as Exhibit 1, in which Cimarron Municipal 

Court Judge Hon. Karen E. Gates (“Respondent”), represented by her 

counsel, Julio P. Garcia, Esq., has elected to resign from judicial office 
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effective June 11, 2021 in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings against 

her.  The resignation is not permanent. 

 The Commission further requests that the Supreme Court unseal the 

file in this matter, pursuant to Rule 27-104(B) NMRA.  Respondent requests 

the matter remain sealed.  

 The Commission believes the Stipulation agreement best serves the 

interests of justice and the integrity of the New Mexico judiciary, and as 

further grounds for this petition states:   

 1. The Commission invokes its jurisdiction pursuant to the 

Commission’s power to recommend the discipline of judges, and the 

Supreme Court’s power to discipline judges under Article VI, Section 32 of 

the New Mexico Constitution; the Court’s power of superintending control 

under Article VI, Section 3 of the New Mexico Constitution; and Rule 36 of 

the Judicial Standards Commission’s Rules. 

2. The underlying matter is currently pending before the 

Commission pursuant to a Notice of Formal Proceedings issued to 

Respondent on April 23, 2021 in Inquiry No. 2020-094 (See Exhibit A to 

Exhibit 1), and Respondent’s response to the Notice of Formal Proceedings 

which was filed on May 18, 2021 (See Exhibit B to Exhibit 1).      
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 3. The Commission issued an Amended Notice of Investigation to 

Respondent on December 29, 2020 (See Exhibit C to Exhibit 1), and 

Respondent’s response to the Amended Notice of Investigation was filed on 

January 5, 2021 (See Exhibit D to Exhibit 1). 

 4. Pursuant to Judicial Standards Commission Rule 19 NMRA, 

and subsequent to the Commission’s receipt and review of Respondent’s 

written response to the Notice of Investigation, the Commission invited 

Respondent to participate in an informal confidential conference with the 

Commission on April 12, 2021 by Zoom video conferencing.  The 

conference afforded Respondent an opportunity to discuss and explain her 

response to the Notice of Investigation in person and provided the 

Commission an opportunity to ask Respondent questions and further 

discuss the pending allegations and Respondent’s response to assist in 

determining the appropriate course of action.   

 5. After full consideration of Respondent’s written response and 

the information she provided verbally at the informal confidential 

conference, the Commission issued a Notice of Formal Proceedings to 

Respondent and set the matter for a hearing on the merits.  
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6. Respondent entered into the attached Stipulation with the 

Commission in which Respondent will resign from judicial office on June 

11, 2021. The Commission agreed in return to close Inquiry No. 2020-094 

upon the Supreme Court’s approval and order.  

7. Respondent understood and acknowledged the Stipulation as 

an equitable remedy that best serves the interests of justice and has 

voluntarily agreed to resignation.  Respondent understood and 

acknowledged that a violation of the terms of the Stipulation would 

unfairly prejudice the Commission’s ability to effectively adjudicate a stale 

case, witnesses may have disappeared, memories may have faded, or 

people may no longer wish to participate in the matter after several years 

have passed.   

8. The resolution of this matter through Respondent’s voluntary 

resignation not only ensures finality for the Commission, Respondent, and 

witnesses, but also allows everyone involved to rely upon the binding 

Stipulation and Supreme Court order(s).   

 9. The Stipulation is an equitable remedy and complies with 

Respondent’s request to resign in lieu of further disciplinary proceedings, 

ensures the public’s continued confidence and trust in the judiciary, and 
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provides for judicial economy and best serves the interests of justice and 

the judiciary.    

 10. Upon order from this Court, the attached Stipulation is 

enforceable by the Commission before the Supreme Court. 

 11. It is in the best interests of justice and integrity of the New 

Mexico Judiciary for the Supreme Court to grant the Commission’s Petition 

to Accept Stipulation to Resignation from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further 

Disciplinary Proceedings. 

 WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests this Court issue an 

order granting the Commission’s Petition to Accept Stipulation to Resignation 

from Judicial Office in Lieu of Further Disciplinary Proceedings, approving the 

Stipulation, and ordering  the resignation from judicial office of Respondent 

Hon. Karen E. Gates effective June 11, 2021.  The Commission further 

requests that this order unseal all documents filed with the Supreme Court 

in this matter pursuant to Rule 27-104(B). 
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